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To Take the ACT or Not To Tak€ the ACT - Thal is the Question:

March 22, 2006 Doyl$town, PA Many times parcnts will ask us iftheir kids should take the ACT. Our
answer is a resoundirg YESI Ir makes good sense to take the ACT for a numbq ofreasons. FiNt. stud€nrs
often scorc very well on this measure- Second, ihe scores do not have to be reDorred to the studenfs school
to become part ofthe permanent file, so ifthe test goes less well tban expected, the scores stay with the
student alone. Thirdly, th€ ACT tests students on math, verbal, and science nther than simpty math and
verbal. lt also p.ovides students with $e opporunity to take a standardized test in a proctored
environmen! so it is good practic€ for the stress ofthe SAT.

'l he ACT, otherwise know as the ACT Assessmmt test, is a measure used by many colleges anc
univenities to assess candidales. lt is in fact more widely accepted than the SAT and is generalty
considered a more forgiving test. The forgiving element is derived fiom the scoring process, though the
actual structurc ard length ofthe test are also weicome differences. The scoring on the ACT is based on
accrued pohts fiom correct answerc; students are not penalized for inconect answeG (Mong answers on
the SAT result in a % point deduction fiom th€ student's mw scorc). Students neither gajn nor ose dy
points on the ACT for incorrecl answerc; they should bubble in an aNwer for €very question with the
"letter ofthe day," which genemlly results in an €xtm point or two to add ro the raw score.

Th€ scoring on this test is quite diffaent than that ofthe SAT- The range is 0 - 36, wirh mosr kids scoring
around 20, which is the rough €qui\,alent of a 500 on the SAT. The srructure ofthe test is more balanced in
terms of material for snrdents, since wlike the SAT, which is around 70% verbal, the ACT has only two
v€rbal sections, one math section, one science section, and an oprional essay. The essay was added to the
ACT to make it comparable 1o the cunenl SAT L

Susan Testani or Jennifer Kloss
215-794-930r

Side-by-Side Com of the SAT versus ACT
SAT ACT

Runninc Time 3 hours 45 minutes 3 hours 25 minut€s
Section3 10 Totil 5 Total
Sections
Include:

3 Critical Reading
3 Math
3 Writing Skills (2 Multiple
Choice and I Essat
I Eq atina Section

I English
I Math
I Reading Comprehension
I Science
I Essav

Essay Yes - 25 minutes Yes - 30 minutes (oDlioral)
Scoring Range 200 - 800 per seclion

2400 Total Points
I - 36 per seclion
I - 36 ComDosite scorc

Cosl $4t.50 M3.m (includes fee fot

Dat€s OfTered 7 times per academic year 6 times Der academic lear

Overall, we re€ommend tllat students take th€ ACT as well as the SAT l. Mor€ infomation on the ACT
can be found orline at the ACT websit€.

SMARTPREP'9 Susan Ta$ani and Jennifer Kloss, co-owne 4the Doylesto\)n-based SAT pep unpa,ry,
take the SAT with arca students dwinA the se.ren adninist ations ofthe SAT thrtugho t the a.auenrc yes.
This ensure: that Teltani and Kloss hbe their Jittqerc on the pulse ofthe test so they can giee their students
an enru edge. SMARTPREP classes are hel.l at the historic Wale4heel lnn in DoylestoN)^

S MARTP&EP.,. Ma\irniing Pe.fomance od Standardized Testt


