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So It Begins...

March 12, 2005, Doyleslown, PA The highly anricipated New Formar SAT roled out roday, and
students all over the country we,comed the March test with trepidation. For the first time since I 994 tbe
SAT Fesented students with a new format and rhose filjng into testing centers today surcly were feeling
more than the usual uncertainty. The new SAT presents a weatth ofchallenges, notably an essay question.
higher level maft, grammar and usage questions, and a longer testing period ovemll. For many, these
chaDges represent a welcome depature fto the old formai SA ]'. howevet for orhers, these changes herald
a test of increased difficult.

Much like administrations ofthe past seveml years, roughly forq/ percent ofthe marh questions could b€
solved either by working answer choices through tbe problem or inserting a random value for those word
problems containing variables. Challenging topics new ro the marh side included functio.s and mer
graphs, triclry algebra with variables in the exponents, and complex quadratic equations where the use of
factoring or FOlLing comes into play. New topics comprised about 15% ofthe test, whil€ geometry
prcblems were m ch less fiequent as compded to ihe old versions ofrhe test out of54 math qu€stions,
only two were considercd tricky geom€try, a pleasant surlrise for most students.

The most significant change to the verbal sections ofthe test is the addition of the Writing Skills
Component. This new section ofthe test, worth apossible 200 E00 poinrs ofrhe overall2400 ofthe new
test, is composed of a timed essay and gmnmar and usage questions. The essay prompt for this
administmtion was "ls the rule ofthe majority - in govemment or other circumstances a poor guide?"
This prompt provid€d students with four differ€nt approaches, dep€nding on wh€ther they ag.eed or
dis€reed with the prompt and ifthey chose to explore the majority orthe minority perspective. An
€specially eflective method ofa$acking the essay lies in the standard five paragrdph essay, \rvith a wel!
d€fined introductory paragmph. \l'hile there is no specific fomula for a 'torrecr" approach, this time-
honored sqTle tends to work v€ry effectively for this essay format.

The Critical Readiog Sections ofrhe resr were peppered with a mix of tong, short, and midlength passages,
as weil as a manageable selection of Sentence Completion q esrions. The Analogies questions are now
ancient history, so many students breath€d a collective sigh ofreliet The pass€es wer€ exrremely
techniquabl€ today, and could be readily handled by addressing the lin€ reference questions firsl and
reading the passages as one might r€search information. Th€ passages spanned a dual passage conceming
cloning a discussion ofthealer architecfure, and a narmtive conceming an older wonan amorg othcrs.

The most important piece of infomation demonstrated by the test today is rhat the SAT remains a
techniquable test for which one can easily prep!

SMARTPREP'' Slttm Tertani an l Jennifer Kloss, c.,ownerc of the Dotlestorn-bared SAT prep conpany,
take the SAT rrith atea studen s dufing the ssen adninisiations of the SAT ttuoughout the ocadenic yea',.
This ewures that Testani and Kloss hdve thei fngers on the pulse of the test so they can give their students
an extra edge. AII SMARTPRE. classes are held at Delaware yallq) Co ege in Doylestown, PA.

SMARTPRDP'S Spring SAT Prep Courses at D€taware Valley College
May 7 T€sa Wednesdays 6:30pm 9r30pln / Saturdays 9am noon

April 6, 9, 13, 16,20, 23,27,30. May 4
Jon€ 4 T€st Tu€sdays 6;30prn 9:30pm / Satudays gam , noon

May 3,7,  10,  14, l?,21,24,28*,31
Tuition: $850

SMARTPIEP... Moximizing Petformance On Standudized Tests


